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NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 1879, 








AMUSEMENTS THIS E'VENING. 





ACADEMY OF MUSI0O.—At 2—1 Poermast. 

BOOTHS THEATRE.—Tae Lrptuxm Ovek ‘Matinée 
UNION-SQUARE,—Tue Bawxz:?’'s Daventzn. Matinée 
FIFTH-AV, THEATRE.—Tany tan Dark. Matinée. 
STANDARD THEATRE—H. M.S Prrarorne. Matinée. 
WALLAOK’S THEATRE.—A Scnar or Paran Matinée. 
LYCEUM THEATRE,—H. Wi & Posarors. Matinée. 
‘PARK THEATRE.—Ewoas sp, Metinée, 

GILMORE'S GARDEN.—Papssratay Oowrest, 
STEINWAY. HALL.—Ooacerrt, 

UNION LEAGUE THEATRE —At 3:30—Reapoves. 

, SOHICKERING HALL.—Concerr. 

NIBLO’'S 
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ness, followed at night by rain, cold. north- 
erly backing to warmer south-east winds, and 


lower pressure. 


—————— 

If the Democrats adopt the suggestions 
of Mr. ALEXANDER H. Srepuens in regard 
to the business of the extra session, it will 
be likely to prove.as disastrous for 
their party as for. the country at 
large. -Mr. STzpHExs regards the politi- 
cal amendments to the. appropriatidn bills 
as mere side-issues, upon which no conflict 
~ between Congress; and ' the Executive is to 
be' apprehended. He ‘wants to get them 
quickly ont of the way, so as to proceed to 
the real business of ‘the session, which he 
assumes to be the readjustihent of the en- 
tire system of national taxation and the 
making of certain; liberal provisions to 
supply what he considers the. mani- 
fest deficiency of the currency necessary 
for the business of the country. Mr.* 
SrepHens thinks the whole Internal , Reve- 
‘nue system a mistake, believes that a 
farmer should be as freely permitted to boil 
his corn into whisky as into hominy, and 
-Sssumes that the States which grow 
tobacco ‘and distill whisky . really * bear 
the burden of taxation on these products. 
His views on the eurrency are pretty much 
of a piece with his views on the - fiscal 
system of the country, and altogether, his 
remarks,jas reported in our Washington 
dispatches ; to-day, present as notable a 
farrago ; of nonsense as Was ever gravely 
uttered. by a statesman of any reputation. 

| 


The imexcusable folly of men like Mr. : 
STEPHENS, who talk of the ‘‘ responsibility” 
of their party to deal with measures whose 
- very diseussion would derange business and* 
paralyze industry, is sufficiently obvious. 





.. But if any ‘fresh emphasis were need- 
ed to “the; counsel that Congress should 


* strictly + confine itself to the business 
for which; it has been called, it may be 


% ‘found:in the apprehensions of impending 


offices with a view to 1880, Mr, Ketty 
remarked yesterday to our reporter, with a 
truly r naiveté: “I am simply 
holding it [the Controller's office] in trust 
In , that case, the 


who will hold the office in trust for the peo 


ple the better, 
—__s 


Controller Ketay has, moreover, taken a’ 
leaf from the arguments of the eminent 
‘constitutional lawyers who are engaged in 
the attempt to identify Coopgr with Jxr- 
FREYs, and the pure-minded Police Com- 
missioners with the martyrs of the bloody 
circuit, It seems that if the Controller 
is removed, aud Cooper ‘not impeached, 
‘then free government is practically at an 
end inthis City,” and we shall be compelled 

to ‘abandon ourselves to “‘ a régime of 
tne and political confusion.” Where 
were the constitutional lawyers and the im- 
maculate Keniy in the Fall of 18757 We 
rather think they were aiding and abetting 
the original. Jeffreys, Mayor WickHaM, 
first, in his sneaking attempt to compel the 
resignation of Messrs. MaTseLi and Dis- 
BECKER, and next, in his disreputable bar- 


| gain with Gov. TinpEN, by which these 


Commissioners were removed without 
the faintest; approach to 5 trial or 
the slightest reference te’ the assist- 
ance of counsel. In October, 1875, 
Tue Times remarked: “‘ We.presume that, 
as provided by law, the accused Commis- 
sioners have been given an opportunity to 
be heard either orally or in writing.” But 
even that modest suggestion was not echoed 
by the great constitutional authorities, who 
seem to have picked up most of their know]- 
edge during the last three years, and it 
was ,certainly not in the line of 
the programme of Mr. Ketuy. That con- 
sisted in getting Gen. Suir and Mr. Voor- 
as to place their resignations at the May- 
or’s disposal, and in bullying Messrs, Ma'- 
SELL and DisBEcKeEr into following their ex- 
ample, The latter would not budge, how- 
ever, and so were got out by the joint ef- 
forts of Ketiy, Wicku#am, and TILDEN, with- 
out the slightest pretense of a trial, are 
or otherwise. 


—______— 

THE DEMOCRATIC DILEMMA, 

Mr. Savussury’s remark in the Senate, 
yesterday, exemplifies the spirit in which the 
Democrats enter into possession of Con- 
gressional power. ‘They are now the ma- 
jority and propose to ‘run the machine,’ ” 
The reminder was not necessary. We have 
ample proof, in the special session and in 
the circumstances which have ushered it 
into existence, that the Democrats have 
once more acquired authority, Their inso- 
lent tone, their reckless demeanor, their 
wild attempts to do they know not what, are 
characteristic of a party which has lost its 
balance in the intoxication of success and 
forgets the responsibility which power im- 
plies. 

When the Democrats, in the late session, 
promulgated their plan of action and sacri- 
ficed two appropriation bills to give it 
effect, the presumption was that they had 
calculated the consequences and were pre- 
pared tomeet them. It was obvious that 
the failure of the appropriation bills would 
make an extra session inevitable, and would 
therefore speedily bring them face to face 
with a renewal of the issue created by them- 
selves, The difficulty was only deferred. 
Thus situated, their duty was clear. Having 
begun a contest that becomes more com- 
plicated as it goes on, the least 
they could properly do was to mark out the 
entire line of procedure. If they were play- 
ing a game of bluff, there was no oceasion 
for taking ulterior action into considera- 
tion. If they deliberately resolved to make 
the passage of the appropriations condi- 
tional upon the attainment of specified par- . 
tisan objects, regardless of the stoppage of 
Governmental machinery, the close of orie 
session and the opening of another was a 
matter of little importance. The gage of 
battle had been thrown down, and all talk 
of temporizing was out of place. 

But the opening of the special session 
finds these men digunited, squabbling 
among themselves, without any fixed pur- 
pose in relation to the policy which ren-— 
dered their assmbling necessary and which 
must now be subjected to a decisive test. | 
A difference of judgment as to the ex- 
pediency of restricting the business’ to the 
particular matters whieh remained over | 








effectiveness of Federal supervision, The 
Democrats must seek some other outlet. 
Either they must abandon the extreme posi- 
tion they assumed in the late Congress or 

must prepare themselves to confront the 
difficulty which frightens the prudent men 
among them. This alternative should have 
been considered sooner. The misgivings 
which now paralyze their councils, had they 
been earlier felt, would probably have 
averted the extra session. 

The possibility of a surrender upon this 
question, even now, may influence the 
party’s decision on the general question re-* 
lating to the scope of business to:be taken 
up at the present session. If the Democrats 
had a reasonable chance of securing the en- 
actment of the measure repealing the Elec- 
tion law, they might be content then to ad- 
journ. The victory: would be theirs. If, 
however, they doubt their ability to bull- 
doze the President, and are at the same 
time unwilling to assume the responsibility 
of withholding supplies, they are not un-- 
likely to seek compensation by undertak- 
ing general legislation of a kind favorable 
to their ulterior partisan purposes. Tosuc-' 
eumb quietly to a veto, to pass appropria- 
tion bills which, before the 4th of March, 
they stubbornly refused to pass, and then 
to let the session end, would be humiliation 
too bitter to be endured. It would show 
that Democratic control is not yet absolute 
enough to justify the. arrogance which 
marks the tone of the party in Congress. 

__oOoOooe 


BANK RESERVES AND LEGAL TENDER 

Having repeatedly sliown the ground upon 
which the Supreme Court, at the second 
hearing, reversed its decision made in the 
year before, and sustained the constitution- 
ality of the legal-tender acts as applicable 
to existing contracts, it is not necessary to 
consider now whether the court, in the Chit- 
tenden test case, will find itself bound by the 
record then made, Thesuggestion, however, 
that the court will evade the troublesome 
problem by saying that its province is to 
hear real cases and not fictitious ones made 
up after the manner of a wager, may be dis- 
missed as absurd for these reasons: The 
actual case presented will be real, not as 
if the court were to be asked what its de- 
cision would be if a case were to arise thus 
and so. It can hardly be competent for a 
court to enter into the motives of the par- 
ties, and say that the creditor cared noth- 
ing about the medium of payment, but 
acted in pursuance of an ulterior plan, and 
friendly suits for the express purpose of 
testing some point are not unprecedented. 
Assuming the Crobability that the decision 
will be what Mr. CHITTENDEN seeks, some 
alarmists are predicting that the effect will 
be to compel the sudden withdrawal of the 
notes, and, by making them unavailable for 
reserves, to compel the banks to demand of 
the Treasury $140,000,000 of coin, leav- ' 
ing the latter no alternative but suspension. 
The firstipart of this prediction is not 
worth considering ; the second we will ex-. 
amine to.see how -far 1t justifies apprehen-. 
sion. 

There is a large overstatement of the 
amount, to begin with, for $30,000,000 is 
taken out of the case by being coin, the re- 
spective’ proportions of metal and certifi- 
cates therein being of not the least conse- 
quence. There isa further overstatement 


‘to the -extent of the $33,000,000. of 


legal-tender certificates, for sections 5,193 
and 5,194. Revised Statutes provide for re- 
ceiving ‘‘ United States notes” as deposit 
from banks, and that “the notes so de- 
posited shall not be counted as part of the 
lawful: money reserve of the association, 
but. the certificates issued therefor, may be 
counted.” The ‘‘ United States notes ” thus 
deposited, ‘* or other United States notes of 
like amount,” shall be held: as speqial de- 
posits; and hence, under this law, existing 
certificates would be available as reserve in 
anyevent, The action of the Oontroller in 
case of reserve impairment is also optional, 


| not compulsory—section 5,191. But, after 


making these deductions, the decisive ques- 
tion remains whether the ‘‘ lawful money of 
the United States,” which alone constitutes 
egal reserve, would be narrowed by the 
abrogation of legal-tender quality. 
Obviously, legal tender is necessarily law- 
ful money ; is the converse true, that lawful 
‘money is necessarily legal tender? If this 
is not true, then to extinguish Neng a 
tender quality would not demonetize the 


| greenbacks, but would leave them still law- 


ful money, Bection 3,588 aie, 










, December, 1869, 
8 Wall,, 616—is found the following: 
-‘\ Nor fs the powerto make notes « legil tender the 
‘same as the power to issue notes to be nsed as cur- 
rency. The old Congress, under the Articles of Con- 
federation, was clothed by express grant with the 
power to emit bills of credit, which are in fact notes, 


for circulation as currency ; and yet that Congress 


wos not clothed with the power to make these bills a 
legal tender in payment. And this court bas reeent- 


possesses, as incidental to other powers, the same 
power as the old Congress to emit bills or notes, but 
it was expressly declared at the same time that this 
decision concluded nothing on the question of legal 
tender. Indeed, we are not aware that it has ever 
been claimed that the power to issue bills or notes 
has any identity with the power to make them a le- 
galtender. On the contrary, the whole history of 


‘the country refutes that notion, The States have 


always been held to possess the power to authorize 
and regulate the issue of bills for circulation. by 
banks or individuals, subject, as has been lately de- ’ 
termined, to the control of Congress, for the purpose 
of establishing and securing 4 national currency ;. 
and yet the States are expressly prohibited by the 
Constitution from making anything but gold and sil- 
ver a legal tender. This seems decisive on the point 
that the power to issue notes and the power to make 
them a legal tender are not the same power, and that 
they have no necessary connection with each other.” 
The bearing of this upon thet case is not 
in its affirmation of the power-—which has 
not been denied—of Congress to emit bills 
of credit, but in the declaration that the 
two powers mentioned in the concluding 
sentence are distinct powers. If they are 
distinct, then the two things they contem- 
plate are necessarily distinct, Two unequal 
things cannot be equal to the same third 
thing ; if power to issue notes and power to 
make notes legal tender are not the same, 
then notes and legal tender cannot be the 
same. ‘Notes to be used;as currency” 
must surely be deemed “lawful money ;” 
hence, if the legal distinction between notes 
which are lawfully available for circulation 
and those which are legal tender is real—as 
this extract seems to prove—it: must follow 
that the words ‘‘and a legal tender” are not 
synonymous with ‘‘lawful money,” but add 
another quality, the power to add this being 
drawn, according to the Supreme Court, in 
1870, from the necessity of war-time. If 
this is sound, it seems that greenbacks may 
continue lawful money, although ceasing to 
be legal tender, and hence no disturbance 
of bank reserves can necessarily follow the 
decision generally expected in the Chitten- 


den case, 
eC 


ENGLISH TRADE IN 1878. 

The London Economist for March‘ 8 is 
accompanied by the usual annual supple-. 
ment giving a cateful and detailed commer- 
cial history and review for the preceding 
year. This review, which has now reached 
its sixteenth number, is one. of the, most 
interesting and trustworthy publications of 
its kind. It is based on accurate and ex- 
tensive information, and is* pveey clearly 
presented. Its criticism of* the ; general 
and special causes which: have’ operated 
throughout the period‘! which -it covers 
is always temperate } and: marked by» 
comprehensiveness and good sense. The 
year 1878 was even worse in the commer- 
cial affairs of Engiand than 1877. At its 
close trade was more stagnant, enterprise 
more paralyzed, the public mind more. de- . 
pressed. Prices had sunk lower than they 
had been known to do for more than thirty 
years. ‘Wages, though much : decreased, 
were still being pressed downward, atthe | 
cost of much discontent and obstinate.con-* 
flicts with labor in many important branches‘ 
oftrade. ‘The interest on money was low, 
but in spite of this fact the movement of 
capital was sluggish, new investments were 
neglected, and all standing: investments 
were regarded with an uneasiness that: was. 
very general. 

The causes of this discouraging state of 
things are much more plain; than, the 
remedy for it. The first half of the year 
was clouded with uncertainty as to the- 
foreign relations of the country. The con- 
flict between Russia and Turkey threatened ' 
seriously to involye.Great:Britain.. The. 
long discussions and intrigues which pre- 
ceded the . treaty sof Berlin, - together 
with the energetic measures? adopted, 
by the Government,. made a great. war 
seem among the possibilities. As the Ber- 
lin Congress drew to: its close, the policy of 
Earl Braconsrienp }in the acquisition | of, 
Cyprus struck the: eountry «with ; amaze- 
ment, and it took a long ~-time’ 
for it to’ persuade « itself ~ that ~ mo: 
new complications were to arise from it.) 
Later in the year, before the doubts which. 
surrounded the operation of the Berlin ar-! 
rangement were set at rest, the difficulty: 
with Afghanistan assumed threatening pro--|. 
portions. Abroad, Russia was demoralized.| of 
by the consequences of its desperate mili-, 
tary struggle. Germany was involved ip a 
tedious commercial crisis, aggravated as to 
its on foreign trade by-the rash ex- 





pune ab ak ow create ov 
od advocacy 


to a reduction of wages which had become 
absolutely necessary. 

‘The outlook for the new year cannot be 
said to be inspiriting. It is true that for- 
¢ign politics are in a “more settled condi- 
tion, and this cause of disturbance is meas- 
urably removed, But the demoralization of 
trade relations, growing out of the embar- 
rassment and confusion in the fiscal affairs 
of Germany and Rassia, are growing worse 
rather than lessening. The financial com- 
munity, though not ‘‘ panicky,” is mach de- 
pressed. The agricultural prospect is still 
wmecertain, The manufacturing interests 
have by no means found @ solution for the 
difficulties by which they are beset at home 
and abroad, and the experience of another 
year of dullness, inaction, and hesitation, 
accompanied by heavy loss upon the fixed 
capital tied up in unprofitable enter- 
prises, is only too certain. That the trial 
through which England is passing will 
eventually pass away, that her capital will 
discover new modes of investment, and her 
indomitable energy, pluck, and patience 
overcome the disadvantages with which her 
mannfactures are now contending, there 
can be no doubt. But her present expe- 
rience is a striking example of the dangers 
to which a highly-developed and delicately- 
adjusted financial and commercial system 
may be exposed on the morrow of its period 
of. greatest apparent strength and pros- 
perity. 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—— 
DISTANT CALAMITIES. 

» Charity begins at home, when it begins at 

‘all, and sympathy rarely goes abroad to any 

great distance. It is not an easy matter to 

suffer with others unless they are near at 

hand, and commiseration is a home-keep- 

ing ‘sentiment. Great disasters strike us 

with appalling force only as they come near 

us, and the effect diminishes in more than a 

geometric ratio with the distance. Terrible 

danger to one’s self may turn the hair gray 

or upset the reason, and the striking down 

of a near relative or a dear friend may pro- 

duce an impression that colors the rest of 

life. A murder or : suicide. next door 

is a startling event, but. a mile 

‘away it is scarcely noted A terrible 

calamity that destroys many lives fills us 

with horror, if it occurs within sight of our 

daily. walks and. the record of death con- 

tains familiar names ; but if it is in another 

country, it excites but a passing comment, 

with séarcely:a touch of feeling. If a 

steamer founders in. mid-ocean, and carries 

down to the mysterious depths scores of 
families, sundering precious ties and extin- 

guishing bright hopes, we feel the thrill of 
horror and of pity, if it set forth from our 
own shores and. carried those whom we 

knew ; but if it belonged wholly to another 
quarter of the globe, it is for us a matter 
of comparative indifference. Imagination 

ministers but grudgingly to the feeling of 
sympathy between manand man. We need 

to see the ghastly spectacle of mangled re- 
mains, to hear the groans of agony and the 
shrieks of despair, to have some menace of 
loss or danger brought; home to ourselves 
or those with whom we have some bond of 
connection cleser than that of the universal 
brotherhood, in order to realize the horror 
of a great disaster and feel for its victims. 
The touch of nature that makes the whole 
world kin is;one of’ universal selfishness. 
Perhaps it is‘a beneficent provision that 
saves us from the strain upon our sympa- 
thies, which would make life miserable if 
we were forced to share in all the sufferings 
and calamities of the race. 

The appalling disaster that overtook the 
"Hungarian City of Szegedin last week was 
full of multiplied horrors, and had it taken 
place on the . Passaic , River, it would have 
filled the columns of our newspapers almost 
to the exclusion of everything else, blanched 
‘every cheek with a sense of awe, filled every 
heart with pity and dread, and made every 
task but that of succoring the hapless vic- 
tims almost impossible. But it is 4,000 
miles away. It touches not. us. We read 
ofit with a sort of listless wonder at the 
magnitude of the calamity, but the most 
’ sympathetic nature fails to be at all deeply 
‘or keenly affected by the recital. And yet 
human life isas precious in Hungary as in 

New-York. ! Death and bereavement are as 
pitiful there as anywhere ; loss of home, of 
friends, ‘of: relatives, and of the means 
ee live, brings the same pangs 

-the same desolation, and the 

soma blight upon: life. A city of 70,- 
000 ‘inhabitants is-overwhelmed in the 
tremendous . flood , of waters, as the dikes 
that held the swollen and struggling river 








Mare 18. ‘The pomedlaat foree the Resi- | # 
) | den ceheumapasnrngs orn bass 


poi gg its victims every | 


wretched | ; starvation may turn homes 
el. es and streets into desola- 
parents may devour their offspring in 
‘the madness of desperation, and cities may 
beeome scenes of ghastly horror that would 
make the sicken if the eyes could see 
them. But atthe safe distance of the earth’s 
diameter, we read of it without a shudder, 
and go out ways, enjoying life and pursuing 
our petty pleasures as though the world had 
no regions of desolation. Bulgarian atroci- 
ties and foreign wars have for us only a 
political ie, We searcely think 
of the blood and destruction that mean so 
much for some of our fellow-creatures. Is 
there such a thing as human sympathy 
where self is not touched, dither. in sensi- 
bilities, that serve for personal protection 
and safeguard, or in those persons or things 
that minister in some near or remote way 
to personal gratification ? 
Eee 
. Some of the fruits of the wholesale “ rake” 
which the Democrats made among the State offices 
when they came into power in Ohio are now being 
gathered, Men who had long been in charge of the 
charitable and beneficent institutions of the State, 
and whose polities had never before been considered, 
were turned out to make places for hungry 
and ignorant. partisans. ‘Investigations of some 
of these institutions disclosed shocking misman- 
agement, as might be expected, A disgusting scan- 
dal in the management of the Soldiers’ and Sailora’ 
Orphans’ Home, at Xenia, has lately been dragged 
forth, and now it is fonnd that the employes of the 
Insane Asyium at Cincinnati have been guilty of the 
most revolting barbarities. The details of their 
eruelty, as related in the Ohio papers, make the 
reader wonder where the Democratic authorities of 
the State could have picked: up so many rufflans as 
were needed to fill the places. Political manage- 
ment of public charities is never successful, but in 
Ohio it seems to have been simply monstrous. 











Many persons at the North held the opinion 
that, after the civil war and the extinction of slavery, 
the South would undergo s marked change as to 
streetfights and assassinations. They can hardly 
hold it any longer. Scarcely a week passes thatsome 
digracefal affray does not oceur in some part of the 
South, resulting in death and wounds, usually to those 
either least or not at all in the wrong, The deadly 
encounter at Vicksburg, in which W. L. Gueanz 
took exceptions to remarks made by Capt. W. F. 
FrrzGERALD, about the election of Capt. W. H. An- 
Drews, GRretnz’s employer, to the Presidency of a 
Hibernian society, is altogether characteristic. 
GREENE attempted to draw a weapon; FirzGzRaup 
drew first, and shot Gezznz dead. Then ANDREWs 
shot FirzGfRaLpD, and Firzgeeaup, who is danger- 
ously wounded, killed ANDREWs. Two deaths and 
the prospect of a third about a simple election toa 
Hibernian organization seem monstrously dispropor 
tioned to the cause, although the mere occurence of 
the name Hibernian may be a reason for bloodshed. 
While the peculiar institution is dead, its spirit. sur- 
vives, or, more properly, the spirit of liquor, 
which was always associated with slavery. We ven- 
ture to say, without knowing, that the men engaged 
in the deadly affray had been drinking; for nearly 
all the murderous brawls in the South are the direct 
consequence of the almost universal habit. Persons 
who have lived for years in that seetion are well-nigh 
unanimous inthe opinion that the stabbings and 
shootings so frequent. there can usually be traced to 
complete or partial iatoxieation. Apart from the de- 
bauching and brutalizing influence of dlavery still 
operative, the chief difference between Southerners 
and Northerners is that the former habitually drink 
to exeess and carry Weapons, and the latter, as a rule, 
do ueither, The Southerners are, as a class, be- 
sottedly blind to their worst faults. They wonder 
that they are regarded abroad not less than in the 
North as semi-civilized ; ana yet they are continually 
guilty of conduct which. disgraces both civilization 
and humanity. 


(a = me RB 

There can be no doubt, although a contrary 
opinion is often expressed, that men and women, esye- 
cially Americans, live longerthan they usedto. Ref- 
erence to one’s own circle of acquaintances, if it be 
wide, or to the obituary columns of the newspgpers, 
will show this, In Tax Trmés of Thursday, for ex- 
ample, among the death notices; not leas than 11 
men snd women were mentioned who had died be- 
yond 70 years of age. Their ages were recorded as 
71, 78, 74, (2,) 75, 78, 81, 82. 83, 84; and 93, or 
an average of almost 79, which, taken, as it is, 
at hap-hazard, may be regarded as an extraordinary 
longevity. There were also four deaths at 60, 63, 
65, and 67 in the same issue of this journal. Nor is 
this as unusual as it may seem. Indeed, tne present 
month is considered by physicians as particularly 
unfavorable, in this latitude, to health, espeelally to 
old people. March is, in fact, the worst month in 
the whole 12, and they who get through it, usually 
last at least untilanother March comes round. As the 
country ages, its innabitants grow older, and do not 
feel their years as they did when the land was less 
developed, the struggle severer, and labor harder. 
General conditions, notably in cities, such as in- 
erease of wealth, improved modes of living, increased 
physical comfort, and augmented knowledge of the 
laws of healtn, conduce to longevity, and it will not 
be long, if it be not now, till Americans will be able 
to compete with any European nation in firmness of 
body and clearness of mind at over three score and 
ten. 


In October, 1878, a new King ascended the 
throne of the * Founder of the great golden city of 
precious stones, the possessor of mines of gold, sil- 
ver, rubles, amber, and noble serpentine.” So the 
King of Barmah ts styled ia the opulent diction of 
the East. Very soon afterhis accession to the throne, 
the “Lord of Life and Death,” as the King is often- 
est called, adopted a new Constitution, under which 
he went in for personal government and for vring- 
ing his people onee more into contact with their be- 
loved ruler. The King was absolute, and for a month 
or two behaved quite respectably. Then came the 
wholesale massacre of the Thouse Mekera Princes 
and their relations, numbering nearly s hundred 
persons, He murdered these because he 
wished to destroy all possible pretenders to the 
throne. Many of us remember Maccniaveuti's bit- 
ter sneers at the Italisn Prince who got a Pope into 
his power and did not Hill him; certainly Oriental 

would never err intentionally from 








was simple and 
sweeping out the blood py Ry Dh It was 
necessary to destroy the whole seed of some distant 


But the King of Barmsh, mad with drink, and 
urged on by fanatics and the reactionary party, got 
into hot water with the British Resident at Manda- 


lay. . ‘The origin of the trouble was that the Resident 


Premier dak ietaccinck wih ton eckek 

and their families, who bad taken 

. Such waa the position of 
from Caleutta, 





bat the: desire: of prolonging s | 


ancestor, and he did it) Thus farhe suceeeded with- | 
| out impediment, and the uations of the earth could | 
_| only wonder at the strangeness of Eastern mauners. 
















courage any effort being made to 
eaple, which had ceased working on 


Indeed, all attempts torestore communieation bythe 


1866 cable failed, and in July, 1878, an official am 
nouncement informed the Anglo.American 

pany that two-fifths of their splendid property 
was irretrievably lost. With regard to the 





life of » cable, it was stated by Mr, HuGues, Chain 


man of the Cuba Submarine Telegrapn Company, at 


4 recent meeting of that company held iu London, a x 
that experience tended to show that the life of 
a cable laid in deep water was about ten years. Bub 


general experience of deep-sea cables does not war- 


rant any such opinion. The failures of the earliest | ai 


oe re fone Oe Sane ee Oe 
plained from original defects in construction, 

have been completely avoided in the cables! 
quently laid. The fact that one of the submarine 
cables between England and Franee, laid some twen- 
ty-five years since, is now in perfect working order,’ 
affords presumptive evidence against the theory of 
eable longevity enunciated by Mr. Huches. Ataoy 
rate, the life of the 1869 cable has already exceeded 
that of the 1865 eable, and it, like all that 
have been laid down since, weighs much more 
per knot than the previous cables. The cost of an 
Atlantic cable may be roughly put down at $5,000. 
000. The present capital of: the Anglo-American — 
Company is aboat $35,000,000, to represent whieh - 
it has vhree cables, together worth, when new, about - 
$15,000,000. The total receipts of this compaty 
from July 1 to Dee. 31, 1878, amounted to $1,547,« 
800; and the total expenses of the half year, im 
cluding income tax and the ordinary repairof cables, 
amounted to $279,900, The duplex system of — 
telegraphy, invented by Mr. J. B, Sraauns, is now 
in use upon one of the company’s cables. By this 
system the company have got 90 per ¢ent. of sddi- 
tional work out of the cable, at a cost of $7,500 a 
year paid the patentee as a royalty. 


GENERAL NOTES. 
—— : 

Boston’s exports last week were valued # 
$1,125,659. { 


Gen. Thomas W. Sherman Gckhec meee 
versary of the death of his father. 


A recent census shows that Portland, Oregon, 
has 17,225 inhabitants, and that 1,832 of them are 
Chinese. 


Somebody in this City has presented Wade 
Hampton with a pair of silver-mounted rosewood 
eratches. 

A woman’s mass meeting in support of the 
new Constitution for California is suggested in San 
Francisco. 


The Philadelphia North American suggests 
that each State be allowed an additional United 
States Senator for every million of population. 


The Texas. House of Representatives has 
passed. by a close vote, a joint resolution for a poll 
tax amendment to the Constitution of the State: 

The Grand Army men purpose having a full 
turnout when the Connecticut regiments’ battle 
flags are removed from the State Argenal to the new 
Capitol. 

The students of the University of Georgia 
have invited ex-Gov. Tilden to deliver the annual 
eddress before the literary societies at. the coming 
convention. 


The Southern Express Company refuses, 
from this date until Dec. 1 next, to receive for 
transportation bodies of persons who died of yellow 
fever in 1878. 


Hon. Alexander Mitchell has become sole 
owner of the Chamber of Commerce property in 
Milwaukee, Wis, and will erect a new building for 
the Exchange. 


Mr. Daniel Hurlbutt, a much-respected cit 
izen of Gilbertsville, Oteego County, died in his car 
Tiage, while riding with his family to chureh, on Sun 
day morning last. 

A Nashville mule driven by a boy was fright 
ened by a dead hog in tho street, ran away, and 
threw the boy, and the boy’s father is sning the city 
for $5,000 damages. 

The Providence Journal says that bad mam 
agement was the cause of the disappearance of the 
co-operative stores, of which there were so many in 
Rhode Island at ore date. 

The official investigation into the recent 
ferry-boat collision at San Francisco has resulted in 
the complete exoneration of the officers of both boats, 
There are precedents for such a finding. 

Mr. Ralph Waldo Emerson repeated, on 
Wednesday evening last, before the students of Am 
herst College and others, the lectnre he delivered 
last year on ‘‘The Superlative, or Mental Temper 
ance.” 

The Boston Post cannot understand why the 
colored people in South Carolina call the peculiar 
malady which is afflicting haif the population the 
“Hampton Grip.” It is, probably, becauie 
catches them by the throat and almost strangles 
them. 

A San Francisco letter says: “A powerful 
eompany is organized to light our eity with ele 
tricity, The most approved apparatus is om hand) 
and numerous patent rights are secured. Ex-Gov 
Latham is at its head, and that means business with 
dispateh.” 

The Michigan Democratic State Committes 
have issued along address, advising the faithful is 
effect to swallow the Greenback pill with as few 
grimaces as possible. Every Republican victory this 
Spring, they say, will be an enpouragement te 
Grantism. 

The widow of ex-Gov. Samuel Bard is lectur 
ing in Louisiana for the support of herself and 
daughter. Her topic is ‘** Contest; or, Time on Re 
flew.” She isa native Louisianian, and the New 
Orleans Times saysa representative type of South 
érn womanhood. 

In all seriousness one of the San Francises 
papers talke in this way: ‘‘The Boston Herald sayi 
the best boot-makers at Haverhill, Mass., only get 
about $7 per week for their labor. These men 
would be glad to come here and work for the same 
wages if the Chinese did not crowd them ont.” 


Hon. Orsamus Cole has consented to be an 


Independent candidate for re-election as Judge of 
the Supreme Court of Wisconsin as the April elec- 





saticfneturens fa under condideratiog in Milwaukee,. 
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